Public virtue in reducing traffic violence and fatalities

Public virtue in reducing traffic violence and fatalities means recognizing that safe driving is
not just a legal obligation — it is a moral responsibility to protect human life.

At its core, public virtue in traffic safety includes:

1. Respect for Human Life

Every person on the road — driver, pedestrian, cyclist, child — has an equal right to arrive home
safely. When drivers choose to speed, drive recklessly, or drive under the influence, they place
convenience above human life. A virtuous society rejects that tradeoff.

2. Shared Responsibility
Traffic violence is not inevitable. It is preventable. Public virtue requires:

e Drivers to act responsibly.

e Prosecutors and judges to treat deadly reckless driving as a serious crime.
e |egislators to enact laws that deter dangerous behavior.

e Communities to demand accountability.

3. Deterrence as a Moral Imperative

When fatal crashes caused by reckless behavior are minimized as “accidents,” the message
sent is permissiveness. Meaningful consequences communicate that society values life and will
not tolerate preventable killing on its streets.

4. Rule of Law and Equal Protection

Public virtue demands consistent enforcement. If violent loss of life on the road results in
probation or minimal penalties, deterrence collapses. Equal justice under the law strengthens
public trust and prevents future harm.

5. Civic Courage

It takes civic courage to confront leniency, indifference, or institutional complacency. Advocating
for stronger enforcement and sentencing is not punitive — it is protective. It protects families,
children, and future victims.



Policy Framing for Legislators

Reducing traffic fatalities is not merely a transportation issue — it is a public safety and moral
governance issue.

A government that prioritizes public virtue:

e Treats reckless vehicular killing as a grave offense.
e Aligns sentencing with deterrence principles.

e Invests in enforcement and prevention.

e Sends a clear message: human life is irreplaceable.

Public virtue is measured not by rhetoric, but by whether preventable deaths decline.
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